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a catastrophic failure—the Serbs had repulsed it, capturing
hundreds of guns and thousands of prisoners.
Most people expected that the war would be practically
decided by a great naval battle in the North Sea ; but the
Kaiser decided not to risk his High Seas Fleet until British
strength had been reduced by mines and torpedoes. The
British fleet, under Jellicoe, was unable to act on its traditional
maxim that " the first line of defence is the enemy's ports "
owing to those ports being protected by minefields ; so it fell
back on watching for the egress of its enemy at a base at Scapa
Flow.
Two German warships in the Mediterranean managed to
elude the British squadron there and took refuge at Constanti-
nople, where their presence encouraged the " Young Turk "
Government to enter the war on the side of the Central Powers.
As we have seen, German interests had long been strong in
Turkey (§ 170), and the " Young Turks " were eager for a
chance to be avenged on Russia for forging the Balkan League
which had humiliated them only four years earlier (§ 180).
All the other German warships on distant stations were
destroyed before Christmas, and for the rest of the war the
Allies had a monopoly of sea-traffic.
§ 183. the great siege.—By the beginning of 1915 the war
had taken the character of a gigantic siege, in which the besiegers
had the advantage of being able to draw supplies from the rest
of the world, while the besieged had the advantage of " interior
lines " which enabled them to make the best use of their more
limited resources in men and materials. Trench defences were
strengthened by barbed-wire entanglements, dug-outs and
machine-guns; and new methods of attack, such as hand-
grenades, trench-mortars, liquid fire, poison-gas and tanks, were
gradually brought into use. The aeroplane, still in its infancy
when war broke out, was rapidly developed, first for scouting and
the direction of artillery fire, later for bombing. The Allies
made tremendous attempts to batter their way into the great

